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2007 achievements

. Task Group membership has been reviewed and now includes new members while
some members no longer within the UN system or no longer following RS TG issues
were deleted from the list.

. The issue of a common UN layer in Google Earth is under discussion within Google
Earth. Members are encouraged to continue to propose cases/layers.

. Input has been provided to Google Earth regarding areas of priority, and some areas
have indeed been populated with QuickBird imagery on Google Earth (CAR). The RS
TG will be used to put forward such requests under a common UN umbrella.

. The recently initiated RS TG Wiki mechanism will contribute to facilitate discussions.

Several members see value of the Wiki mechanism for common discussions as
supposed to the e-mail listserver.
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2007 achievements

3. The Wiki mechanism has recently (early November) been released for testing by the
RS TG. Since this is a work in progress only parts of the foreseen content has already
been included. However, it is foreseen that it will include all identified elements as per
draft report as well as more forums and topics as needed.

United Nations Geographic Information Working Group



2007 achievements

T

sk Group 2 - Remote Sensing

Welcome | Forums | Satellite sensors | My account | Administer | Log out

Home

Forums

s Post new forum topic.

Forum
GED

Topics Pests Last post

Discussions on Group on Earth Observation (GED) activities related to UNGIWG RS

TG

GEO activities related to UNGIWG

RS TG

Description of activities UNGIWG RS 0 0 nia
TG members are carrying out in the

context of GEO

GED general information
General information and link to GEO

11 weeks 6 days ago
by EinarBjergo

GEO members in UNGIWG RS TG

List of UNGIWG RS TG mambers in

GED

2 weeks § days ago
by EinarBjorge

Imagery purchase and availability

Purchase mechanisms, imagery discounts and overview of existing high resolution
irageny scenes purchased within the UN system.

Dizcount agreements

Agreements within the United
Mations system for discountad

imagery.

Image availability

1 day | hour ago
by EinarBjorge

Google Earth interface on gengraphic

lacation of high resolution satellite.

’ , 1day 1 hourago
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Specific iIssues

UN field offices input (OCHA, UNHCR, FAO and WFP):
* RS TG should advocate for online web mapping services and inclusion of specific remote
sensing data on client side (e.g. WCS), allowing users to utilize imagery and imagery-derived

vectors through online applications

* RS TG promote/facilitate mechanism allowing to draw area of interest and query for available
data. Explore systems at DPKO, ITHACA, others

* Advocating for production of easy to use A4 greyscale maps and atlases for field use

* Strong support for Google Earth interface of available very high resolution imagery to UN
community
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Specific iIssues

Strong support for coordination of populating Google Earth with very high resolution imagery
over areas of specific interest to UN field offices

RS TG to work closely with UNSDI initiative to ensure data access in standard formats, in
particular timely imagery derived data

Working with imagery data in the field is less useful due to file size and expertise needed for
analysis, this is a lessons learned for the RS TG to consider

RS TG should foster closer communication with the field in order to further improve the use of
remote sensing data
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Proposed solutions

In the context of the UNSDI proposed implementation process

* Focus on facilitating access to information and RS data, including derived data, to field actors
through interoperable systems.

* Further increase involvement of UN field actors in RS TG as recent positive developments
have indicated a strong interest for this. Identified as a specific priority for the RS TG in 2008.

* Active use of Wiki by RS TG members, including new forums and topics as needed.

* Populate database on available very high resolution imagery using GeoNetwork standard and
then converting to Google Earth files for easy access of information.

* Continue to put forward areas of common interest for populating Google Earth with very high
resolution imagery.

* Response to sudden onset disasters have seen a strong increase in terms of remote sensing
within the UN (Space Charter and other mechanisms). Specific discussion forum on Wiki to
put forward common UN needs and positions. Continued awareness raising of opportunities
from the International Charter “Space and Major Disasters” Charter and mechanisms in place
to ensure imagery derived maps are disseminated on a timely basis to UN agencies.
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